The complications of dermal tattooing.
Dermal tattooing has been performed for over 4,000 years. Some of the reported complications from tattooing include pyogenic infections, viral hepatitis, syphilis, tuberculosis cutis, rubella, herpes simplex, herpes zoster, psoriasis, lichen planus, lupus, pigment allergy and sensitivity, keloids, sarcoidal granulomas, erythema multiforme, malignant melanoma, squamous cell carcinoma, and basal cell carcinoma. Most complications can be avoided by utilizing proper aseptic technique and avoiding exotic pigments. A survey of the members of the American Society of Ophthalmic Plastic and Reconstructive Surgery was taken to determine the prevalence of eyelid tattooing and complications encountered. The findings of this survey are presented.